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INTERIOR STYLE‘ HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Make yourself at home

square. Alternatively, opt for the
soft tactile qualities of natural
sheepskin from The Celtic
Sheepskin Company (from £65
fora 92 x71em ﬁ' Fora more
contemporary lool

Oten oo of ot

felt rugs, from £160 per metre
for a 140cm width.

However, if you want the look
of a contemporary and more
clean-lined hard flooring, which
i a bit softer underfoot
without the intrusion of extra
layers, it may be worth

considering materials such as
vinyl, as it gives you the lool
of natural stone minus the
coldness. Thisis s partculrly
good choice for the kit
area, where rugs can prwe to
be a hazard. Try Amiico fora
range of Inmestone, sate and
conereteeffect e, from £58
per square mel

T e Bl ot forget
that cashmere bed socks and
furry lined slippers, available
from The White Company,
are very “this season”.

Level best: above,

left to right, Cumbrian
Gray, Jura Grey and
Limed Washed Wood,
allby Amtico; inset, far
left, from top, Roger
Oates’ Inner Stripes
rug, and The Celtic
Sheepskin Company's
sheepskin rug

Traditional touches and exotic flourishes partner perfectly this season, says Sara Emslie

Ttmay be grey outside but this
season’s inferiors are bright and
uplifting; the perfect antidote to
winter’s gloomy days. The look is
spirited, charming and wholesome.
Patchwork fabrics,

Instant comfortandcharm

Cover story

tactil

irky designs and organic textures
abound. Our houses are our homes

and for comfortable living we should Green (0845 1306622,
dress them accordingly. www.grahamandgreen.co.uk)
Homespun British crafts,
complemented by modern designs,
are enjoyinF awell-deserved revival. "
Think handmade, artisan and utility
¢
Mix and layer textiles
of different styles .
to create a laid-back
vibe that’s glamorous
but with a twist e for et
Add cosy glamour on cold
‘nights. Metallic hurricane
~ but forget notions of austerity (above),
and hardship. There’s a hint of the from £35, Nicole Farhi
exotic too: rich colours and textiles Home (020 7494 9051;

sonjurethespicesand slksof Inia,
Turkey and the Far East, providing

a touch of decadent glamour to
functional surroundings.

Focus on a few such accessorices
to add luxury: pretly embroidered
cushions with designs inspired by
‘geomelric Moorish tles, jewel-
encrusted ceramics molher-o-peal

ri reflective metals.
Award-winning designer Ann Brood
(w\v\v annbroadcollection.com)
suggests “leaming glass m:cssomzs
i enber and gold with ik
cushions i violet and penvter
for a warm, luxurious fecl”.

Lighten dark winter nighis with
silver and gold candle holders,
combining them with soft velvety
textiles and shades of barely there
pink, nude, dusky plum and bold
purple for a sumptuous touch.

Abigail Ahern, interior designer
and owner of hip boutique Atelier
Abigail Ahern (www.atclicrabigail
ahern.com) says this season’ s look is
“bohemian chic: an enchanting mix
tha chatacerises modemn glaour”

fabrics. Grey velvet quitt
(right), £ 195, Graham and

wwwnicolefarhi.com)

hand-notted wool rug.
(below), £800, Heal's (08700
240780, wwheals couk)

Hot-house charm

Y Edwardian two-column Artisan appeal

She advises teaming nes radiator, £54 per painted Hark back to cottage charm.
purchases with existitg ones, and Section, Holloways of Hand-crochet wool

“layering textiles of different styles Ludiow (020 76025757; (above),£175, Toast (0844

to create a laid-back vil % ‘www.hollowaysofiudiow.com) 7 5200; www.t0ast.co.uk)

glamorous but with a twist.” This
Inay be a winter of content after all.




